[Hydromyelia associated with spinal lipoma].
We studied morphological changes of hydromyelia complicated with spinal lipoma of infants who were untethered. Since the MRI was introduced, early detection of spinal lipoma with lumbosacral skin abnormalities has become possible. We have experienced 44 surgical cases of spinal lipoma. Out of 36 such cases, 25 (69.4%) had hydromyelia, and hydromyelia of 9 patients was found to be of the terminal ventricle type. As many as 36% of spinal lipoma patients with hydromyelia concurrently had terminal-type hydromyelia, which was considered to fall under a specific category of congenital hydromyelia. At the stage of embryogenesis of the spinal cord, the caudal cell mass undergoes vacuolization, canalization and retrogressive differentiation, and during this process, the terminal ventricle with ependymallined cells becomes morbid. Though the morphological changes of hydromyelia after surgery as untethering were varied, hydromyelia of 9 patients became smaller after untethering, and hydromyelia of 8 expanded but attenuated afterwards, totaling 17 (68.0%). However, 5 had an expanding tendency and 3 did not show any morphological changes during the follow-up period (20.6-26.9 months) by MRI.